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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to new surgical fasteners and methods of using the surgical fasteners. The surreal 
fasteners of the invention are in the form of tacks and comprise generally an elongate rod, a sharp conical head, a tail, and a transverse 
locking member extending from the tail ahovt the plane of the rod The fasteners are inserted into a bodily cavity for tissue and 
membrane fixation and approximation by the use of tack applicators. The tack apphcators of the invention generally comprise an 
elongate handle, a loading tip and a carrier assembly that is removably inserted into .the loading tip. The tacks are inserted and locked 
into the carder assembly from which they may be disengaged. 
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